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May:  Mothers’ Day                 |       June: Fathers’ Day    
 

Each time, each year, remembering: 
 
 

The Family Tree 
~by poet Maya Anthony 

 
Branches spread wide, roots entwine, 
In our family tree, history’s design, 
Generations past, stories unfold, 
In their tales, our heritage is told. 
 
Leaves of memories, flutter and sway, 
Echoing laughter, from far away, 
Each leaf a chapter, a life’s tale, 
In their whisper, love prevails. 
 
From sapling to giant, the tree grows, 
Bearing the weight of joys and woes, 
In its shade, we find our story, 
In its strength, our forebears’ glory. 

 
 

Family reunion time is right around the corner. Gather, inquire, share, learn. 
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GENEALOGY NEWS 
 
• Future impacts for family historians: In March, a Presidential Executive Order was directed  

at federal funding to the Smithsonian Institution and its museums, education and research 
centers. In May, the head of the Library of Congress, Dr. Carla Hayden, was replaced. 
Expected library funding cuts across numerous states will affect access to digital newspaper 
archives and other resources. Researchers will need to stay attuned to these and other 
potential changes.  

 
• RootsMagic (genealogy organization software) launched its latest version 10 - 

http://blog.rootsmagic.com/?p=3782 
 

• New Fold3 collections - Virginia military 1876-1947, includes Spanish-American War, WWI 
& WWII - https://blog.fold3.com/new-virginia-military-record-collection/?xid=7673 
Plus, https://blog.fold3.com/new-korean-war-era-draft-registration-cards/?xid=7855 

 

 
 
 
 

To 

Discover 

Your 

Ancestors 

 

Is to 

Discover  

a Part  

of You! 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Published quarterly 
(March, June, September, December) 

 
Editor reserves the right to edit items 

submitted for publication. 
Permission is required to re-publish articles. 

 
Editor:  Cathy Neal  

newslchair@aagsclev.org 
 

Committee Members:  
 Keisha Bullard • Veronica Ferguson •   

Maxine Hairston • Cecelia McFadden •     

Ruth Perry • LaVera Wingfield  

 
AAGS • PO Box 201476 • Cleveland, OH 

44120-1476 • aagsclev.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AAGS MEETINGS 
 

• Held on 4th Saturday (exc. December)  
in hybrid format 

(In-person, along with Zoom) 
Shaker Heights Library 
16500 Van Aken Blvd. 
Shaker Hts., OH  44120 

 

• 10:00-10:15 a.m. – socialization 
   10:15-10:30 a.m. – info/announcements 
   10:30 a.m. – presentations/discussions 
 

~~~~~~ 
 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
 

Per calendar year 
Fees due by Jan. 31st 

 

Students (to age 21) $15 • Individual $30  
Couple $40 • Family $45 • Organization $50 

 

2024-2025 AAGS Officers  
 

 

    President...….….………. Joseph Houser, Sr.   Treasurer………………... Gayle Ector 
    1st Vice President……. Deborah Abbott   Financial Secretary…... Ellecia Gant 
    2nd Vice President…… Joseph Jordan   Corresponding Sec’y… Maxine Hairston 
          Recording Sec’y………… unfilled 
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LaBrenda Garrett-Nelson 
 
 

Mar 22  |  Preparing your Genealogy Research 

 
LaBrenda referenced the Genealogy Standards, 
2021 edition (from the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists) as a very comprehensive guide for 
family historians. She indicated that standards 
will guide the research, which begins with the 
question, “What’s the Plan?” 

 
Some of her pointers: 
• Analyze your starting info 
• Document sources 
• Develop a preliminary research plan 

based on what you know, what is correct; 
identify potential sources & how to access 

• Craft reasonable research questions 
• Give preference to relevant records (with 

signatures) 
 

 
 

Sharon Batiste Gillins 
 

Apr 26  |  Journey to Albania Plantation  
from Galveston, Texas: Using the FAN Club 
 
Through a poignant account, Sharon weaved effective 
research techniques into her personal, enlightening 
story. 
 
Some takeaways: 
▪ The research process is a marathon, not a sprint 
▪ Starting point is oral history, which may have 

threads of truth—the goal is to find out 
▪ Define your research objectives 
▪ Pay attention to friends, associates, neighbors 

(good for finding successors) 
▪ Reach out to others (social media relationships) 
▪ Understand the history of the area 
▪ Constantly analyze to prove/disprove info along 

the way 
▪ For info on daily lives, look at local level (town & 

county vs. state level) 

 
 

   Drew Smith 
 
May 24  |  Organizing Your Genealogy Records 
 
Whether using hard copy or electronic 
methods, Drew covered: designing a system 
that will work specifically for you, the 
difference between searching and browsing 
for info, naming binders, organizing physical 
& digital file folders, and handling paper & 
electronic documents.  

Brick Walls 
 
Following Drew’s session, Dr. Deborah Abbott 
elaborated on solving brick walls, using a case 
submitted by AAGS member Linda Cameron 
seeking to discover the military status of 
individuals buried at Brookmere Cemetery. 
Step by step, using the known info, follow-up 
theories and various resources, she uncovered 
the answer to the original query. One major 
lesson learned was the importance of asking 
the “right” questions to the “right” people. 
 
AAGS member Adrienne Waugh also shared 
her brick wall, which is detailed on the 
following pages. 
  

 

 At monthly member meetings: 
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My Brick Wall:  
How did my ancestor end up in Ohio from Virginia? 

 
     By Adrienne Waugh 

 
My brick wall was figuring out how my 4th great grandmother ended up living in Ohio. Since 2020, I had 
researched and reached a point where I thought I’d exhausted all my options. Dr. Deborah Abbott prodded me 
to go further. Debbie constantly asked “Did you do this or did you do that?” That prodding eventually paid off. 
I went back through the information I had and came up with a few new strategies. 
 

• What I knew:  
I was unaware of Joan until I found her by researching my 3rd great grandfather George Ransom. George 
was listed in the will of Joan Kirk, probated in 1876, as the husband of daughter Emily (deceased) and the 
father of Joan’s grandchildren who received a monetary inheritance. I researched and found various 
supporting documents. By 1850 Joan was listed in the census as a free person of color (FPOC) with husband 
Jeremiah Kirk and children in Belmont, Ohio. 

 

• What I did:  
Although I had been reluctant to use the FAN method (friends, associates and neighbors), I began 
researching her husband and saw him in 1830 as a FPOC in Jefferson County, Virginia (which is now West 
Virginia). That involved searching for records in both places. I also followed up on enslaver family names 
and began using the new AI project on FamilySearch, with full-text search. 

 

• What I found: 
There was a document of the  property being sold in Belmont, Ohio, but I did not see a deed with Joan’s 
name on it or how she got the property. 

 

When I took my findings to Debbie, of course she asked “Where did she get the money for the property? Where 
did the money come from?”  So, this meant I had to dig deeper. 
 

• Next Steps: 
-Joan’s death was not listed on a ledger or death certificate. 
 

-It occurred to me to research her daughter Cortney since her name was sort of unusual for the time. I 
found Cortney’s name in the 1838 Register of FPOC listed with mother Joan and other siblings with no last 
names. Although the siblings later had different last names, as a group, the children aligned with other 
records according to their first names. 
 

-I then went through the West Virginia Wills/Court Records page by page and found the 1838 will of the 
enslaver, which showed William Lee manumitting Joan and her children and giving her 20 shares of bank 
stocks. He also set free and gave shares to John Lawrence (later census records show John took the Lee 
surname after apprenticeship). 
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Jefferson, West Virginia. Wills 1832–1881, 
Court Records 1832–1881 
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-Using the first name of husband Jeremiah, I found a document where John Davenport Jr. 

sued his mother and siblings in Winchester Virginia Chancery Court in April 1823 because 

they failed to follow the stipulations of the will of John Davenport Sr. The lawsuit stated that 

the enslaved, Jeremiah, and others were to be freed by age 27. Jeremiah and others were 

granted their freedom in 1824. 

 

 

-Then I was able to find a deed. On the deed was a familiar name (Davenport). Through more 

full-text searches, I learned that Davenport was the trustee who bought the land for “Joan 

and her children” in 1839. He was from a prominent Virginia family and he had moved to 

Ohio. The property he got for her was in Ohio, which explains how she ended up there. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
By “following the money,” I was able to follow the trail that led Joan to the state where I reside 

today. For me, this brought a whole new respect for my ancestors. 

 

I also learned that it’s important to keep material organized and documents should be 

reviewed thoroughly for clues. I had many clues but overlooked them!! 
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Deed Record: Belmont, Ohio. Deeds 1839–1840 

(Transcription: “…in trust for the use and benefit of Joan a Mulatto woman & her children (late the 
property of William Lee, esq (?) of Virginia…in consideration of the sum of one thousand dollars…”) 
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AAGS in the Community: At CPL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     At our clinics, you never know who you’ll come across – in the records OR in person! 
 

----------------------------------- 
 

Also, in April - AAGS volunteers Adrienne Waugh, Fran Kelley, Maxine Hairston, Joe & Penny Jordan, along 
with digital library staff, assisted next-generation family historians as part of the Olivet Baptist Church 
“Rites of Passage” program. Deborah Abbott coordinated the activities, accentuating the tools 
necessary for youth to reach out to their ancestors. 
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April, May, June 

Downtown Cleveland  
Public Library, 6th floor 

AAGS volunteer Linda Cameron 
and others used their genealogy 
skills to help those who came to 
learn more about their heritage 

AAGS volunteer Penny Jordan (center) 
happily encountered two former high 
school classmates 
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Meet Our New Member 

I became interested in family history as a way to understand the 

roots of my identity and to reclaim the stories that were taken 

from my ancestors through slavery. Genealogy became more 

than a hobby—it became a calling to restore voices that were 

long silenced. My research began with years of archival 

searches, census records and historical documents. Then I had 

to do a DNA test.  

 
 
 

Moneak Jones 

The surnames I’m researching include Jones, Chandler, Lott, Ransom, Sanders, Billingsley, 

Daniel, Kendall, Lee, Rox, Tinker, Waller, Huckabee, McKinley, Kinly, and Puryear. Each of 

these names connects to an ancestor who was enslaved, and many of the surnames belonged 

to the families who once enslaved them. Tracing these names has required not only looking 

at traditional records but also analyzing slave schedules, estate documents, and wills. 

 

One of my most significant discoveries was uncovering the story of my 2x great-

grandmother Hannah Sanders, born Hannah Billingsley around 1840 in Virginia. She was 

enslaved in Perry County, Alabama, by the Billingsley family and survived to raise a large 

family after Emancipation. Hannah’s husband, Jim Sanders, was born in 1847 and enslaved 

by William A. Sanders—his father. Despite being born into bondage, he lived until 1946 and 

is recorded in multiple census records. I have also traced the life of my 2x great-grandmother 

Margaret Kendall, who was born enslaved in Georgia and made a journey of survival and 

freedom to Alabama. She was enslaved by Dr. David Kendall, and her story represents the 

resilience of women who endured the domestic slave trade, family separation, and 

rebuilding after emancipation. Finally, Daniel Ransom 1840 who was enslaved by the Moody 

Family in Chesterfield VA, to Fairfield and Galveston, TX during the Second Middle Passage 

only to be freed during Juneteenth. 

 

One of the greatest challenges has been locating records prior to 1870 and confirming 

connections between enslaved individuals and the enslavers. Despite this, I have been able 

to track many ancestors through multiple generations, often through the movements of 

enslavers or the survival of certain family names. These discoveries have been emotionally 

intense but deeply affirming. Each connection I uncover strengthens my commitment to 

preserving and sharing these stories with future generations. 
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Moneak Jones is researching: 
 

NAME STATE CITY/COUNTY TIME FRAME 

Rox 
Huckabee 

Tinker 
Lee 

Waller 

Alabama Newbern 
Hale County 

1830-Present 

Sanders 
Billingsley 

Alabama  Perry County 
Dallas County 

1840-Present 

Daniel 
Puryear 

Alabama Montgomery County 
Dallas County 
Blount County 

1830-Present 

Kendall 
Kinly 

Mckinley 

Georgia 
Alabama 

“ 

Upson County 
Dallas County 
Perry County 

1800-1880 
1880-1930 

“    “ 

Jones 
Chandler 

West Virginia Charleston 
Kanawha County 

1800 

Ransom 
Lott 

Virginia 
Texas 

Chesterfield 
Fairfield 

Freestone County 
Goliad 

Goliad County 
Hearne 

Robertson County 

1800-1850 
1850-1950 
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Under the wide selection of Ancestry Academy® tutorials, Nicka Sewell-
Smith, a senior story producer at Ancestry, delves into the complexities of 
researching enslaved ancestors. 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/c/discover/education/researching-the-enslaved 

 
Going beyond the beginner level, she virtually presented “Finding Your Juneteenth 
Ancestors on Ancestry® | Tips & Tricks” 
 

“From the 19th of June in Texas to the first of August in Kansas, the newly freed 
took early hold of when and how they wanted to observe the day they were no 
longer in bondage. In this session, learn how to get as much information as 
possible on your ancestors who lived to see the passage of the 13th Amendment.” 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiqY4ggM2hI 
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History in the Freedmens Bureau Records 
 
March 23, 2025  |  Written by Robyn N. Smith 
[Excerpted, reprinted with permission] 

 
Most genealogists know about this extraordinary collection of records, 
and their importance to all researchers and not just African-Americans. 
I’d like to illustrate these records to uncover history related to where 
your ancestors lived. I’m not looking for specific people; I’m searching 
for more information about what happened in a tiny, rural community 
during Reconstruction. 
 
In other words, I want to add social history and context to better understand my ancestor’s experiences. 
This is a way of using these records that many people are missing out on. 
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Smithsonian Online Virtual Archives 
 
The Smithsonian’s every-word 
transcription project of these records is 
making fast progress, and many locations 
have been completely transcribed. You 
should bookmark this site. 
 
[National Museum of African American 
History and Culture | Freedmen’s Bureau 
Digital Collection - 
https://sova.si.edu/record/nmaahc.fb ] 
 
Four major collections of the Freedmens 
Bureau records need to be fully 
researched: (1) the Field Offices, (2) 
Headquarters records, (3) the 
Superintendent of Education, and (4) the 
Assistant Commissioner records. 
 
There are other associated collections such 
as the Freedman’s Savings and Trust and 
the Adjutant Generals records, but the four 
record sets above are always my primary 
focus. 
 
These are voluminous records and this 
research takes time, even when using 
transcriptions. But in genealogy, patience 
can pay off, and let me show you what I 
found. 
 

Reconstruction in Hardin Co., Tennessee 
 
I already knew from my background reading 
that Reconstruction in Hardin County was 
bloody and chaotic. Bands of guerillas 
roamed the countryside, killing perceived 
enemies, primarily the large number of 
Unionists in the county. While that is a pretty 
interesting history, it wasn’t what I was 
looking for. I wanted to find out more about 
the experience of my African American 
ancestors while in Hardin County. 
 
The Field Office at Purdy 
 
The first step is to take a map and mark what 
Bureau Field Offices were nearby. The 
website Mapping the Freedmens’ Bureau 
came online, and has conveniently done this 
part for you. You will likely want to search 
the records of multiple field offices in the 
general area. 
 
There was no office at Savannah, Tennessee, 
so I focused on the records at the nearby city 
of Purdy. These records are not yet fully 
transcribed at the Smithsonian website. 
 
Even though they aren’t transcribed, the site 
still makes it easy for us to research the 
record images. 
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In Closing 
 

Notice again that I was not looking necessarily for the names of my ancestors in the Freedmens 
Bureau records; I was looking for information about their community, and what I found was very 
revealing. 
 

Particularly true for the formerly enslaved, we have to learn to read into the often tiny slivers 
that the archive reveals. Historians of slavery have discussed this for many years; the “silence” of 
the archive. I think it’s an important concept to understand. 
 

-------------------------- 
 

NOTE: This article in its entirety includes more information, illustrations and tips - 
https://reclaimingkin.com/history-in-the-freedmens-bureau-records/ 
 

[Image source: Library of Congress - lccn.loc.gov/92514996] 
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Violence in the County 
 

There were primarily two Freedmen Bureau 
agents at Purdy: first Thomas Maxwell, then 
Fielding Hurst. After carefully reading 
through the images for “Letters Sent,” I hit 
the jackpot. Fielding Hurst wrote a letter to 
his superior on 4 June 1867 (my 
transcription below): 
 

Sir, Mr. White a loyal and respectable 
citizen of Hardin Co Tenn reported to me 
this morning that the House in which the 
freedmen of that county held their Sunday 
School and meetings was destroyed by fire 
on Sunday morning by a band of lawless 
men. 
 

Mr Alred An old respectable gentlemen had 
kindly volunteered to teach the freedmen 
every Sunday. This band of outlaws left the 
following notice: that if he (Mr Alred) 
would teach any more school to negroes, he 
would dig his own hole and fill it in after 
him, they would also burn his house, that 
nobody should live there, who would try to 
educate negroes and preach to them. The 
destroyed house belonged to Mr. Nimrod 
Morris a loyal man. 

 
WOW! This letter confirms the efforts of 
freedmen to obtain an education. It confirms 
the local guerillas I’d read about, called here 
a “band of lawless men.” 

Fielding Hurst’s 1867 Report 
 

Another letter sent on 31 December 1867 was 
equally valuable: 
 

I have the honor to report that I have visited 
the following towns and places during the 
present month Lexington and Jacks Creek 
Henderson Co Decatursville Decatur Co 
Savannah & Oldstown Hardin Co Purdy 
Camden & Adamsville McNairy Co I regret to 
say I found no schools in operation. At 
Decatursville Mr McClannahan had opened a 
school & taught 2 weeks with unprecedented 
success also at Savannah Hardin County Mrs 
Burleson a lady of fair education and natural 
ability taught some months with great success 
in advancing the students but the colored 
people are too poor to pay teachers…  

 

This letter gives more insight into not just the 
efforts of the freedmen but the resistance of the 
white community. It also alerts me to the 
existence of a short-lived school in Savannah 
taught by Mrs. Burleson. Those details have 
appeared in no local history of the area. I’ve 
always wondered how my ancestor John W. Holt 
learned to read. Since he lived in Savannah, 
perhaps he attended this school?  
 
Jumping over to the Freedmens Bureau 
Superintendent of Education Records, I was 
able to find the monthly report for that school, 
dated October 1867. 
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https://www.genealogyquickstart.com  
 
 
Submitted by Cathy Neal 

 
Per its website, GQS is a 60-minute program that explores hot topics with professional and 
everyday people researching family history. 

• 1 Part Genealogy 
• 1 Part Therapy 
• 1 Part Family 
• 1 Part Fun 

 
Hosted by professional genealogist, producer, lecturer and writer Shamele Jordon, Genealogy 
Quick Start TV Live is streamed every other Tuesday @ 8 PM EST on YouTube and Facebook. 
 
Be sure to tune in--you’ll find it to be a place that has an easy flow of information and a lively 
dose of fun. Topics are too numerous to list and include DNA, obituaries, vital records, enslaved 
research, Google maps, newspapers, census records, methodology, timelines and much, much 
more. The bonus: recorded episodes are available online. 
https://www.youtube.com/@GenealogyQuickStart/streams 
 
The May 13 episode, “A Complete Residential History,” featured James M. Beidler and Michael 
John Neill explaining first-hand how to research ancestor addresses and compile a history. They 
talked about documents that contain addresses; instances that required systematic renaming of 
streets and renumbering of houses; residential definitions; plus, things to consider when 
comparing residences. An important point: Take advantage of local expertise (librarians, 
genealogy groups, etc.) for historical context. Their motivating homework assignment tasked 
participants to create a personal history of their own residences before tackling their ancestors. 
How long would your list be? 
  
The segment was topped off by a “game night” competition. As Shamele gave clues, four 
genealogy pros played “Genealogy Password.” LaDonna Garner & Michael LeClerc faced J. Mark 
Lowe and Dr. Deborah Abbott.  
 
----------------------------------- 
 

When it comes to Residential Research, try your hand at answering these 
“Quick Quiz” Questions 

 (Answers are on page 12) 
 

1) On an envelope with “RR 2 Box 152” – what does RR stand for? 
2) What is “RFD” the abbreviation for? 
3) True or false?  RFD is still in use 
4) Which of the following typically includes an address? military draft card, probate record 

or death certificate 
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African-American  
Genealogical Society 

Cleveland, OH 

 

 P.O. Box 201476 
 Cleveland, Ohio 44120-1476 
 aagsclev.org 

QUICK QUIZ ANSWERS 
1) Rural route 
2) Rural Free Delivery 
3) True 
4) All of them 


