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The final Cleveland Public Library Genealogy & Family History Research Clinic of the
year was held on November 8, 2025. AAGS has enjoyed another successful year managing this
initiative for the Cleveland Public Library. We have seen growth both in the number of
participants and in their enthusiasm, thanks in large part to the guidance and dedication of
AAGS members who volunteered their time to help attendees. I want to express my sincere
gratitude and say, “THANK YOU.”

Although this was our last clinic for the year, we had such a strong turnout that we nearly ran
out of space! All the participants greatly appreciated the support they received.

We look forward to continuing our partnership with the Cleveland Public Library for the
Genealogy & Family History Research Clinics in 2026. Each AAGS member brings valuable
expertise and these clinics also offer opportunities for our members to learn and grow.

I encourage everyone to consider joining us for the 2026 Genealogy & Family History
Research Clinics so that AAGS can keep providing this important service to our community.
Once again, a heartfelt THANK YOU to all the AAGS members who participated in these clinics.

~Joseph Houser, Sr.
President AAGS-Cleveland
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GENEALOGY NEWS

e Associated Press article, “Pennsylvania cemetery yields remains and stories of Native Americans”
- https://www.ap.org/news-highlights/spotlights /2025 /the-remains-and-stories-of-native-american-
students-are-being-reclaimed-from-a-pennsylvania-cemetery/

e Article by Angela Walton-Raji - https://familytreemagazine.com/storytelling/how-to-trace-african-
american-ancestry-oral-history/

e https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/world/grandchildren-of-2-men-who-experienced-both-a-
bomb-attacks-in-japan-work-for-peace-80-years-later/ar-AA1K3Pw]

e https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/an-enslaved-man-made-thousands-of-ceramic-
pots-now-a-boston-museum-has-returned-two-of-them-to-his-descendants-180987642/

e Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Season 12 guests -
https://www.pbs.org/articles/explore-finding-your-roots-season-12

e Oberlin African American Genealogy and History Group (OAAGHG) is relaunching following a brief
hiatus. The organization will be reintroduced with fresh energy and new opportunities in 2026.

2026-2027 AAGS Officers (Election results)

Congratulations!
President.......ccccceeuennn. Joseph Houser, Sr. Treasurer.........ccooeeeveenn. Ellecia Gant
1st Vice President....... Deborah Abbott Financial Secretary..... Adrienne Waugh
2nd Vice President...... Joseph Jordan Corresponding Sec’y... Maxine Hairston
Recording Secy............ Moneak Jones
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CPL Family History Day

Submitted by AAGS member Deborah Dawkins Callahan

Cleveland Public Library had its Family History Day on Saturday, October 4, 2025.

Presenter: Deborah A. Abbott PHD Presenter: Drew Smith Maureen Taylor
made two
presentations:
“Who’s Little
Joe?” and
“Finding Family
History Related
Images.”

“Finding Goals in Family History: Dribbling Through a
Basketball Story”

“Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Genealogy”

Dr. Abbott started off her presentation talking about a fellow
genealogist that she met at a workshop in Lake County, Ohio.
He expressed his frustration with his brick wall. He was
looking for help in finding out some information about his
father-in-law, who claimed to have played for the New York
Celtics basketball team. When Dr. Abbott made that
statement about the New York Celtics basketball team, the
crowd erupted in laughter and there were many participants
in the audience expressing disbelief that there was ever such
a team. It was fascinating to listen to Dr. Abbott provide proof
through her research that there was indeed a New York
Celtics basketball team. Dr. Abbott’s research proved that the
oral history that his father-in-law shared with his family
members was absolutely true.

Mr. Smith provided
definitions of “artificial
intelligence” and explained
the difference between
generative Al and
predictive Al In his
handout, he discussed
other important definitions
and how they can be used.
He also provided history of
how Al evolved into what it
is today. Also in his
handout, he listed the most
popular and well-known
search engines, their fees,
uses, what devices they are
available on and the
website address for each.
Mentioned in his handout
are websites for
transcription, i.e.
Perplexity, Transkribus,
Google Gemini, ChatGPT,
Claude and Microsoft
Copilot. The image
generators listed are Dall-E
3 and Midjourney. Video
generators listed are
Synthesia, Runway and
Lumenb5. He suggested that
we look into Coalition for
responsible Al in
genealogy.

Laura
Hedgecock
made two
presentations:
“Bring Your
Family Tree to
Life with your
Own and Family
Stories” and
“From Old Photos
to Meaningful
Conversations
AND Family
Stories.”

Dr. Abbott also presented “Finding Your Enslaved Ancestors
From Freedom to Slavery: A Case Study.”

Kelli
Bergheimer
made the
following
presentations:
“Genealogical
DNA Testing for
Beginners” and
“Family Tree
Software
Options.”

She presented a case study and this journey involved two
families (one black and one white) and how they were
intertwined. Dr. Abbott began with the 1950 census, the
known, and worked to the unknown. She carefully had to
analyze, compare and contrast in order to prove each piece of
evidence that she found. Other important parts of her
research involved using cluster/collateral (FAN) lines and to
read and understand the social history involved in that area.
She emphasized the importance of using oral histories, U.S.
Federal Census, mortality schedules, vital records, court
records, veterans schedule, Civil War service and pension
records, newspapers and magazine articles. Your other
resources are public and private college/universities,
libraries & archives. The last page of Dr. Abbott’s handout has

Other presenters
that day were

a list of sample databases used for slavery research, i.e.
ArchiveGrid, JSTOR, Chronicling America: Historic American
Newspapers, GenealogyBank, Library of Congress, Digital

Drew Smith also

presented “AncestryDNA:

Using Matches and

Sean Martin,
Karl Brunjes,
Dro Sohrabian &

Library on American Slavery, Hathi Trust Digital Library,

FamilySearch Full-Text Labs and Newspapers.com. ThruLines.”

John Novak.

[ have been to at least four Family History Day events at the CPL. They are always well organized, extremely
interesting and well attended. Every speaker is prepared and knowledgeable about their topic. There is a group of
us that meet there every year. Lunch is free and included. It is a beautiful library & I always look forward to attending.
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AW AAGS Member Spotlight on...
il

|
BROOKMERE Linda Cameron & Karen Parks
CEMETERY

PRESERVATION
COALITION.

Preserve. Protect. Remember.

Linda Cameron and Karen Parks grew up in “Old Brooklyn” as did generations of their family. They
just happened to stumble upon their maiden name on two headstones in Brookmere Cemetery (Cleveland,
Ohio) while on a random drive one day - they knew they were related but had never heard of these people.
This started them on their genealogy journey. They found that they had over 20 ancestors buried in that
cemetery — names they never knew!

The longer they researched and visited the cemetery, the more they felt drawn to it. They really
believe that they were called to bring this cemetery back to its glory days - to provide those lifelong
residents with a dignified and respectful place of rest. The cemetery needed a lot of love to get it there.

Linda initially reached out to local television media to shine a spotlight on the state of the grounds
and all the broken headstones and monuments, to no avail. Not one station responded! A few years later,
while still mad about the state of things, she tried it again. This time around, WEWS TV 5 responded and
that started a great relationship with Mike Holden of WEWS; five segments have now aired on their work.

That initial segment on their efforts finally got someone in the
City of Cleveland to pay attention, meetings started to
occur...and they’'ve been working closely with the City ever
since. Their first activity was a major cleanup of the cemetery’s
front section. They enlisted family and friends and spent about
four hours raking and sweeping debris that had collected over
many years - 75 garbage bags filled in just four hours. The
cemetery consists of many, many large, old trees. The City only
mows and trims 3-4 times a year and mulches the leaves once
in the fall. Karen and Linda continue their cleanup work on a
weekly basis now; staying on top of it makes it less of an
undertaking each time. Thunderstorms, rain and wind create a
lot of cleanup opportunities because of those lovely old trees.

In the winter of 2024, they submitted an application to be considered as one of the 48 State Tour:
Saving America’s Graveyards sites where a workshop is held to teach how to properly clean and repair
headstones. They were selected for the workshop! They promoted the event through social media,
associations and societies, word-of-mouth, articles, website postings, etc. The free day-long workshop was
held on August 5, 2024 and drew approximately 100 cemetery personnel and interested people coming from
all around Ohio, Virginia, Kentucky, Florida and even Texas! Linda and Karen provided participants with
cleaning materials, paper/pen to take notes, lunch and snacks. It was a real success. After a tour around the
cemetery to see the headstones and monuments, the workshop centered on unearthing a 3-foot-thick base
stone that had fully sunken into the ground over decades, leveling it with gravel and sand and then putting
the broken tablet headstone back together - as it had snapped in half years and years ago. That process took
all day with specialized materials and equipment and allowed participants to feel confident in the knowledge
of performing these types of repairs at their own cemeteries.
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Karen and Linda developed a Brookmere Cemetery social media presence on Facebook and
Instagram. They joined the Greater Cleveland Cemetery Association where they attend quarterly meetings
with cemetery personnel, monument companies and others who do the same things in other cemeteries
around town. They are members of the Old Brooklyn Historical Society and work very closely with its
president to trade information and stay informed. Linda and Karen are real fans of OBHS as it is a treasure of
incredible resources for researching that area!

Last winter’s focus was the Veterans Project. Researching and documenting each and every veteran
that is buried in Brookmere Cemetery meant that they needed to use the original interment ledger, look for
grave registration cards and all other available veteran information located in various areas such as Fold3
and Ancestry. A full spreadsheet of service records and burial information is now compiled. Every veteran
receives a flag on their gravesite to honor and remember them for Memorial Day in addition to the annual
program that is held in their honor by the Old Brooklyn Historical Society.

This past summer, they started to landscape the front entrance and the front portion inside the
cemetery - pulling tons of weeds, mulching, planting shrubs, flowers and perennials, planting grass, etc. They
painted the garage doors so the area looked much nicer. They added large pots of flowers on the tops of the
columns at the entrance, built a paved brick area in front of the Veteran Memorial and added security
cameras and signage around the grounds. With the summer draught, Karen drove to the cemetery three days
per week with gallon jugs of water to water all that they had planted. There is no electricity nor any running
water so the task is quite daunting.

Word of their work has started to spread around town with their constant presence at the cemetery,
the TV segments that aired and the stories published in various publications. They developed a logo for their
‘Brookmere Cemetery Preservation Coalition’ and produced signage and business cards. They also attended
five seminars to learn how to properly setup a 501(c)(3) foundation. They will move forward this winter in
submitting the needed work to become a proper foundation wherein they can then start their fundraising
efforts to be able to repair the very large broken monuments that require artisans and their specialized
equipment.

This fall, Karen and Linda were approached by the executive director
of the Historic Gateway District inviting them to participate in the
Take a Hike® Tours. Karen and Linda had to pull all their knowledge
together and provide participants with a quick 5 to 7-minute talk.
~ That was just the precursor for the Canalway Partners’ Cleveland
Buried History Days on October 26th wherein they were invited to
provide a one-hour tour of the cemetery to registrants who paid $15
each to attend. No pressure, huh? © They had so much to talk about
that they actually needed to pare down the details three times to
make it only one hour! While they were nervous at the start, the tour
was a success. The registrants were so interested in what they had
to say that it made the tour such a fun time. The weather was sunny
and beautiful and with all those changing leaves on the trees, the
cemetery was literally glowing!

Linda and Karen are so passionate about the work that they are doing with Brookmere Cemetery. It
certainly is a labor of love and they do it because they feel connected. Not only connected to the beautiful
grounds and wildlife there, but to the residents that are buried there. They all have a special story to tell of
their lives, their service, their families. Every one of them is important. Documenting their lives is a special
goal for Karen and Linda as they intend to eventually publish a book on the cemetery and those that have
chosen Brookmere as their final resting place. They have many, many plans and can’t wait to start the next
thing on the list!
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AAGS ACTIVITIES

Supporting Genealogy In-House
& In the Community

AAGS General Meetings

September 27 - Michael Strauss

“From Contraband to Soldiers: African-Americans in the Civil War”

Exceptional, extensive, the consummate educationalist. Michael is “the guy with the goods” when it
comes to knowledge of military history and how to apply it for genealogy research.

His handout states, “To understand the history of military service for African-Americans during the
Civil War era, it is necessary to examine their participation in earlier wars, followed by the limitations
placed on restrictions according to the laws governing enlistments in the U.S. Army. ” He laid it all out,
from the Militia Act of 1792 to the Reconstruction era. He spoke on crucial CMSRs (compiled military
service records) that can contain muster rolls, furloughs, prisoner of war records and enlistments.
Additional sources: Records of USCT (U.S. Colored Troops), U.S. Regular Army enlistments, draft
records, pension records, U.S. census records and headstones. He responded to attendee questions re:
steamer ships, bounty money, service titles, resources and more. A few attendee comments:
“Wonderful presentation,” “I'm loving this,” “Excellent,” and “Valuable info.”

» «

October 25 - Kim S. Harrison

“Genealogical Research Using Railroad Records”

In 2024, AAGS members reaped the benefits of Kim’s knowledge during their research trip to Allen
County Public Library. This October, more members experienced her expertise - this time honing in
on railroad records. Her professional background includes working with ProQuest, NewsBank and
Ancestry, along with historical writing and lecturing.

A major point stressed in her presentation was to keep in mind how the railroad industry impacted
multiple areas: communities, investments, travel, businesses, etc. Subsequent records were created in
these areas that contain useful info (go beyond employment records). On federal, state and local levels,
great sources are pension files, legal documents, maps, newspapers, court cases, train wreck reports,
traveler guides/routes, labor union info, town histories, publications and city directories. Her handout
was very beneficial.
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November 22 - Open Meeting

Member Brick Wall Questions & Discoveries

Marion McDuffie: Familiar with her “Cook” heritage, she knew of ancestors moving from VA to Detroit, MI
in 1848 and their successes (verified in newspaper articles). A picture in the Burton Historical Collection,
dated 1949, shows her ancestors’ home (one of the last stations along the Underground Railroad). The
Detroit Gateway to Freedom monument honors the URR and includes the “Cook” name. Marion wanted to
know: “Is that my Cook, my ancestor? She made contact with the Public Library and Curator of Special
Collections, then learned her ancestors lived in the same location and ran in the same circles as other names
etched on the monument. She requested cemetery files and attended Detroit's 2025 Freedom Trail
Commission's Heritage Gathering, where she finally confirmed with historian Jamon Jordan that the Cook
name on the memorial is actually her ancestor.

Fran Kelley: A 1900 census led her to uncover a 1901 “colored” city directory - by calling and speaking
with a Macon, GA librarian. Her ancestor was listed as a laborer at Consolidated Power with an address of
Tybee. Fran learned this was not a street, but a historical community of ex-slave descendants. The librarian
was excited to know Fran had written a book about her father, which Fran will send for archiving.
Conversing with a local historian edged her forward and yielded great results.

Joe Houser wanted more info related to Union Baptist Church Cemetery in Cincinnati, OH. A book costing
$100+ was unaffordable and a University of Cincinnati reference book could not be loaned out. It was
suggested to use WorldCat to see if any libraries are able to bring the book in to be borrowed.

Gayle Ector: Using FamilySearch ID #’s was an eye opener. Playing around with displayed names pointed
to associated relatives who had been unknown to her. Further verification is always recommended.

Maxine Hairston asked about FamilySearch vs. Ancestry family trees - Is one better than the other?
There will be personal preferences, though FamilySearch has more customized features.

MORE ON MILITARY
From: https://blog.fold3.com/introducing-the-new-fold3-medals-page/?xid=7923

“Have you ever wondered why your ancestor was awarded a particular military medal? Our
new Military Medals page may provide the answer. We've created an index of military medals
dating back to the Civil War. You can click on any medal and discover information such as:

¢ History of the medal

Eligibility and criteria

Design and symbolism

Subsequent awards and devices”

[sample images from Fold3 website]
Korean Defense Service Medal Afghanistan Campaign Medal

(1954-TBD) (Air Force) Army Good Conduct Medal Coast Guard Restricted Duty Ribbon (Marine Corps) Iraq Campaign Medal (Navy)
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As we welcome 2026, there’s no better time for family historians and genealogists to embrace a
powerful resolution: commit to storytelling as a core part of your research practice. For many
of us, genealogy begins with names, dates, and document - but it comes alive through the stories that
connect those facts to lived experiences. Storytelling transforms research into legacy. It turns data
into meaning. And for those engaged in the pursuit of African-American heritage, this expertise is
crucial for preserving perspectives that can be overlooked by mainstream information repositories.
And storytelling, combined with technology, becomes a glorious gateway and invitation to younger
generations and communities to understand the journeys that shaped them. Consider the following
five technology tools when building your storytelling toolkit.

Artificial Intelligence (AI)

NN

‘\'1/‘ Al Biographer by MyHeritage. Al Biographer™ is an automated biography generation tool
that uses MyHeritage’s record matching technologies combined with third party Al (powered
by OpenAl) to create Wikipedia-style life stories for ancestors. It compiles data from
historical records, family tree profiles and contextual information from the web to produce a
polished, narrative biography for the user. A biography can be generated for any deceased
individual profile.

e

@ Al Stories by Ancestry. Al Stories is Ancestry’s generative Al storytelling feature that
transforms individual historical records into short, narrated audio stories enriched with
contextual historical detail. It is designed to help family historians experience documents -
such as census pages, draft cards, and letter - as meaningful narratives rather than static data
points. This tool uses a blend of Ancestry’s proprietary machine learning systems and third
party generative Al models to produce immersive, fact-anchored stories.

Multimedia and Digital Storytelling

‘\v Storied. Storied is a modern genealogy and storytelling platform that blends family tree
building, historical record research, multimedia story creation and collaborative sharing into
a single, cloud-based ecosystem. It is designed to help users go beyond traditional genealogy
by capturing not only ancestors but also meaningful nonfamilial relationships, memories and
personal narratives. Unlike Ancestry, MyHeritage and FamilySearch, the platform doesn’t
depend on lineage to build connections between the living and the dead. This technology
includes a built-in story editor that supports text, photos, videos and auto-recordings.
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\ 4 ) Storymaker Studio. Storymaker Studio is Ancestry’s multimedia storytelling engine built

directly into the Ancestry mobile app. It enables users to transform family history artifacts -
photos, records, audio and memories - into short, shareable digital stories. The platform
combines photo enhancement tools, audio recording capabilities and a centralized story
building interface to help genealogists create polished, attention-supporting narratives.

Online Publishing Platforms

e

‘\D Lulu. Lulu is a global print on demand (POD) and self-publishing platform that enables
creators to design, print and distribute content in book form without inventory, upfront
costs or traditional publishing barriers. It is widely used by genealogists, nonprofits,
historians and independent authors who want full control over their content, pricing and
distribution. For the novice or expert, stories published on the platform can reach a target
audience quickly due to its local fulfillment logistics model, which is ideal for genealogical
books, family reunion publications and community history projects where printing
quantities may be small or unpredictable.

Conclusion. Whether you're exploring Al, Multimedia or POD, you should merge the power of
technology with the power of your story. Technology is not a replacement for the heart, intuition
and curiosity that drives you - but it is a powerful partner. By combining your passion with modern
tools, you can create narratives that honor your ancestors, educate your community and inspire
future generations to continue the work. Let 2026 be a year of discovery, creativity and storytelling
that brings history to life. Let us know how you’re doing. Contact us at newslchair@aagsclev.org.

AAGS Monthly Meeting Dates

January 24 kickoff: Robyn Smith will present "Beyond the Search Box"

Robyn is a prominent African American genealogist,
author and educator known for her blog/website - Reclaiming Kin
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Conferences:
In-person and Virtual

MAR 5-7 i RootsTech 2026

In-person & Virtual e Salt Lake City, UT ¢ Keynote
speakers include an astronaut, an actress and a
storyteller (Tara Roberts, a documenter of slave
shipwrecks) e Also on roster: Nicka Sewell-Smith,
Cecelia McFadden & Sunny Morton e rootstech.org

APR 29-MAY 2 i OGS (Ohio Genealogical Society)
In-person ¢ Sharonville, OH « “Finding Genealogy
Gems” » ogs.org/2026-conference/

MAY 27-30 i NGS Family History Conference
(National Genealogical Society) e In-person  Fort
Wayne, IN ¢ “America at 250” » ngsgenealogy.org

JUN 22-26 (Virtual) & JUL 11-17 (In-person){ GRIP

Genealogy Institute e  Pittsburgh, PA e
grip.ngsgenealogy.org
JUL 7-9 i MAAGI

(Midwest African American Genealogy Institute) e
Virtual  maagiinstitute.org/

JUL 27-31 i IGHR
(Institute of Genealogy & Historical Research/
Georgia Genealogical Society) e Virtual e

ighr.gagensociety.org/ » facebook.com/IGHR.Georgia

OCT i AAHGS

(Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society)
e To be determined e facebook.com/aahgs e
aahgs.org
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2’ ;26\ GENEALOGICAL ACTIVITIES

Check Sites for
Additional Events

¢ AAGHSC (Afro-American Genealogical and
Historical Society of Chicago e aaghsc.org

¢« NEOGRT (North East Ohio Genealogy Round Table)
(previously Cleveland District RT) o
https://neogrt.org/

¢ Detroit Public Library e
Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society ¢ fhwgs.org

e Franklin County Genealogical Historical Society
Columbus, OH e fcghs-oh.org

¢ Indiana African American Genealogy Group e
iaagg.org

¢ Oberlin African-American Genealogy & History
Group

Webinars /
Free Online Resources

e Allen County Public Library genealogy programs -
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy

 Genealogy QuickStart (hosted by Shamele Jordon) -
broadcasts / videos / discussions
youtube.com/c/GenealogyQuickStart e
facebook.com/GenealogyQuickStartTV

» Georgia Genealogical Society Webinars -
https://gagensociety.org/webinar-schedule/

» Legacy Family Tree Webinars -
familytreewebinars.com
(Closed captioning added for those with difficulty
hearing or with understanding English)

e Southern California Genealogical Society
Webinar Series - scgsgenealogy.com/

¢ BlackProGen LIVE (hosted by Nicka Smith) -
web broadcasts / videos / chats
facebook.com/BlackProGenLIVE e
youtube.com/user/whoisnickasmith

)
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PUBLICATIONS

OLD Ones:
pssst Copyrights have expired for U.S. works published in 1930; thousands of books,
sheet music, films and photos entered the public domain - FREE to use for
research, blogs, presentations or publications without obtaining permission.
NEW Ones:

Genealogy in Reverse: Finding the Living

A Practical Guide for All Genealogists

Per Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania:

Cheri Hudson Passey

Genealogy in Reverse is a concise, practical 54-page guide on how to identify and
locate living descendants of a shared ancestor. Written by professional genealogist
Cheri Hudson Passey. It emphasizes finding the living—a process vital for DNA analysis,
collaborative research, family reunification, and military repatriation efforts. Available
from the publisher, Genealogical.com, in paperback ($19.95) or Bookshelf eBook ($13.50).

See book review at:
https://emptybranchesonthefamilytree.com/2025/07 /genealogy-in-reverse-finding-
the-living-a-practical-guide-for-all-genealogists-by-cheri-hudson-passey-book-review/

ki Per Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, IN:

ARESEARCHER'SGUIDE  Rosearcher’s Guide to Virginia’s Historical Records by Barbara Vines Little (Orange,
TO VIRGINIA’S g y (Orang

HISTORICAL RECORDS VA: Virginia Genealogical Society, published 2025) is a complex work that is perhaps best
- : geared to the intermediate and advanced genealogist, rather than the beginner.

The author discusses Virginia’s complex legal system and how it evolved over time. She
~  provides an extensive glossary of obscure legal terms found in colonial records as well as a
history of the court system and the types of records it generated. There is an excellent

o AR R overview of Virginia’s birth, marriage and death registrations, divorce records, and the
Tax Recenly Ll ke with . . . .. . .
Bocentton e R complex records of probate and inheritance. Virginia’s land system occupies a large portion
R . o
L mranee s, e of the volume. There are also chapters on tax records, military records, school records,
by Barbara Vines Little, GG FNGS, FUGA. FVGS . ) . ) ) T, .
s nrbod migration patterns, African and Native American records and religious records. Little offers

NOW AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT VGS.ORG/SHOP . . . . .
e penires extensive bibliographies of pertinent secondary sources throughout the book.

Per Smithsonian Magazine:
MARTHA S.

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-ten-best-history-books-of-2025- JONES

180987706/ ROUBLE

An
American
Family
~ Memoir

The Trouble of Color: An American Family Memoir by Martha S. Jones.

Unlike Jones’ previous scholarly studies, The Trouble of Color is a deeply personal narrative.
Artfully blending genealogy, historical research and self-reflection, the book is both a
testament to the importance of preserving Black history and a compelling account of a single
family’s trials and successes. As Jones told Smithsonian in March, the first-person format
enabled her “to fully enter the story of my family past: as a descendant, as a researcher and
as a storyteller. My histories help readers arrive at how to think; this memoir invites readers
to also reflect on how to feel.”
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