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On June 19, Joseph and Penny Jordan delivered a presentation at the South
Euclid library, representing the non-profit African-American Genealogical Society
of Cleveland. Their session, titled "Genealogy 100 - Where Do I Start,” began with
opening remarks from politician and television personality Nina Hudson Turner.
Turner, a former Cleveland City Council member and Ohio State Senator, provided
an insightful overview on the history and significance of Juneteenth.

The Jordans then demonstrated practical genealogy research methods, including
the use of pedigree charts, the U.S. census, FamilySearch.org, newspapers, wills,
vital records, and Roots Magic software to trace family ancestry. The presentation
was well-received, with approximately 25 attendees expressing keen interest in
exploring their own family histories.
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¢ Held on 4th Saturday (exc. December)
in hybrid format
(In-person, along with Zoom)
Shaker Heights Library
16500 Van Aken Blvd.
Shaker Hts., OH 44120

¢ 10:00-10:15 a.m. - socialization
10:15-10:30 a.m. - info/announcements
10:30 a.m. - presentations/discussions

~avavavasas

Per calendar year
Fees due by Jan. 31st

Students (to age 21) $15 « Individual $30
Couple $40 » Family $45 « Organization $50

2f281d1c1245e5e387e981a4eb(0945b4

President..................... Joseph Houser, Sr.

1st Vice President....... Deborah Abbott

2nd Vice President...... Joseph Jordan
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Published quarterly
(March, June, September, December)

Editor reserves the right to edit items
submitted for publication.
Permission is required to re-publish articles.

Editor: Cathy Neal
newslchair@aagsclev.org

Committee Members:
Veronica Ferguson

Maxine Hairston e Cecelia McFadden e
Ruth Perry  LaVera Wingfield

AAGS ¢ PO Box 201476 « Cleveland, OH

44120-1476 o

GENEALOGY NEWS

o “Internet Archive Designated as a Federal Depository Library” -
https://blog.archive.org/2025/07 /24 /internet-archive-designated-as-a-federal-depository-library/
https://help.archive.org/help/federal-depository-library-program-fdlp-faq/

e Abolitionist-era Baptist documents found in Massachusetts -
https://apnews.com/article/baptist-slavery-massachusetts-historic-document-

2024-2025 AAGS Officers

e “Surprising Ancestry.com Discovery Brings Together Father, Daughter After 63 Years"
https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/07/25/surprising-ancestry-com-discovery-brings-
father-daughter-together-after-63-years/

e The Ancestor Hunt Launches “The Newspaper Research Academy” to Empower
Researchers - https://theancestorhunt.com/

e https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/she-found-a-tattered-logbook-in-the-trash-
it-turned-out-to-be-a-rare-record-from-the-1941-pearl-harbor-attack-180987259/

Treasurer..........cocoeueew. Gayle Ector
Financial Secretary...... Ellecia Gant
Corresponding Sec’y... Maxine Hairston
Recording Sec’y............ unfilled
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Arcadia Publishing has an impressive assemblage of neighborhood, local and regional history books derived
from archives, local newspapers, historical societies and private collections that feature plenty of vintage
photographs—a great source for local research. Select a state & search. https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/search
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AAGS ACTIVITIES

AAGS Monthly Meeting | June 28

Presenter Robyn N. Smith - professional researcher,
author, lecturer and blog host of "Reclaiming Kin"

Robyn came through for us again with her invigorating topic, “Breathing Life Into
Ancestral Stories: Using Social History in Genealogical Research.”

Mentioning that this is one of her favorite presentations, she coached the group through
what can make family stories come alive, along with sources for genealogists to tap.

She framed what social history looks like: glimpses of our ancestors’ daily lives within
their community. Then, presented a range of paths to probe, such as their type of work,
food, hobbies, dress, worship, etc. She also recommended considering what was going on
in their lifetimes such as technology developments, diseases and weather-related
disasters. All this while detailing where to find the answers: newspapers, maps, photo
collections, historic inventories, oral history collections and more.

Her handout, provided to members, listed books and blogs directly related to the subject,
along with plenty of tips and references.

Robyn’s knowledge is vast and her communication style is appealing. The ideas she
offered generated many “spark” moments for members and will, no doubt, help spice up
their future family stories.

Other sites for social context:
e The top song that came out the year you were born -
https://www.businessinsider.com/best-songs-every-year-2017-8
Sears Catalogs on the Internet Archive -
https://archive.org/search?query=sears+catalog
e Jet Magazine

https://books.google.com/books/serial/ mjsDAAAAMBA]?rview=1&lr=&sa=N&start=540

SIDE NOTE
[
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AAGS Research Trip | July 26

Cuyahoga County Archives

The July 26 field trip was not far (local, near

downtown Cleveland). For some, it was a - [ re— ’ :?j* :
return visit. For others, it was a first-time ‘ 4‘! - T g = mﬂ
chance to explore another accessible resource, | o S e & 'is #
a depository filled with both familiar and ™S = A5 ) [ e/l
underutilized records. & - N % ; qf'_',;-':;" -
Files on one side, boxes on the other. With that - A

backdrop, Dr. Deborah Abbott covered F N\ i
research opportunities; Cathy Neal illustrated .- 2 ; o

the importance of citing sources; and Archivist
Judy Cetina provided a history of the Cuyahoga
County Archives, its holdings and a
walkthrough of the facility (previous Halle
Bros. warehouse at E. 40th St. & Perkins Ave.).

AAGS Member Comments

Gayle Ector:

“I found a picture of my old house, the first house I lived in. One
of the boys in front of the store could easily be my brother
because we lived behind the store upstairs. (I sent my brother
the picture and he laughed.) We moved from there around 1961
and have fond memories. Most of our neighbors were from the
south so we learned a lot about southern lifestyles. Now, when I
go back, I'll look for our first school--R. B. Hayes.”

BLDG. ALTERATIONS, REMODELING OR OTHER CHANGES

Ruth Perry:

“My second visit to Cuyahoga County Archive was very
rewarding. [ learned how to look up the street name; that info
would provide the parcel number. The next set of files were in
numerical order by parcel number which provided a picture of
the home.

This time [ had a better understanding of how to research the
homes I lived in during my school years in the Glenville area,
namely Parkwood, Louis Pasteur, Patrick Henry and finally the
original Glenville High School previously located on Parkwood Dr.

This home was occupied by my family from 1953 until it was
purchased in 2018. Today it remains empty. [ also found photos
of my next home in the East Cleveland area when I married, plus
our current home in Cleveland Hts.”
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Cuyahoga County Archives offerings included city directories, property records, court documents, maps, tax
records, coroners’ case files, older vital records, newspapers and other media. (The file cabinets with the
property cards got a good workout that day.)

“Our trip to the Cuyahoga “A good trip. Very enjoyable,

County Archives in July very informational. I found
was very informative. something in the property
Anthony Jackson: Cathy Neal’s presentation Norma Wadley: cards and, being nosy,

involving citing records ventured into the court files.

and candy was very good and helped me relate a [ thumbed through journals and interesting things

“sour” subject (research citations) in a “sweet” way. | caught my eye. I peeked to see what they were

[ have already contacted a volunteer (that we about.

learned about at the Archives) to help track down

my parents’ residence in the late 1950s. Planning I wouldn’t mind doing this again. We should take

on returning soon.” more of these trips.”

Judith Cetina Volunteers (AAGS'’s
Fran Kelley on left)

“I did not find anything, but
am glad I went on the trip.”

Learn more
Other Members: “It's good as a resource to

go to.” about the Archives at

“I found something the last time. This time, [ didn’t | https://cuyahogacounty.gov/publicworks/archives
find anything new but it was still worth going.”

“I enjoyed it.”

(Photos by Joseph Houser, Cathy Neal and Maxine Hairston)

J
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The Full-Text Feature of FamilySearch IGesny Huctoe, fuatc:
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By Cecelia McFadden

In our first quarter newsletter, we discussed five notable features of the FamilySearch Digital Library.
In this newsletter edition, we will drill down into one tool that has been rated a “game changer” for
genealogists and the FamilySearch application. Artificial Intelligence (Al) technology has contributed
to and will continue to drive the power of Al to expand the capabilities of user full-text searching. The
FamilySearch full-text feature is transforming genealogy by making unprecedented volumes of
historical records instantly searchable, breaking through old research barriers—especially for African
American family historians.

Full-Text Feature Definition. Launched in beta after RootsTech 2024, FamilySearch’s Full-Text
Search leverages artificial intelligence and machine learning to produce searchable transcriptions
of digitized record images—even for collections traditionally excluded from standard indexes, like
handwritten land deeds, probate files, plantation records and more. Unlike traditional indexing,
which only catalogs select individuals or fields, Full-Text Search examines every word in a
document, expanding the research horizon by letting users search for any names, places, dates or
keywords found anywhere in the records. According to the landing page, “With handwriting
recognition and Optical Character Recognition (OCR) software, we can convert an image of text
into a machine-readable text format giving you the ability to search the full text of these records
before they are even indexed.”

Feature History. FamilySearch has long led in digitizing historic records, but until recently most
records beyond core censuses and vital records were “browse only”—imaged but unsearchable
unless indexed, a process requiring millions of volunteer hours. Groundbreaking advances in Al
and handwriting recognition now make it possible to search over 100 million previously
inaccessible documents almost instantly. First released as an experimental feature in 2024 with
core U.S. land and probate records, the system continues to expand to additional collections, with
ongoing improvements in accuracy and functionality. Below are some genealogy features and
benefits.

o Expanded Access. Researchers can now search names, events, places or unique terms across
complete, unindexed documents—finding references to witnesses, enslaved individuals,
neighbors or other “hidden” people not in record indexes.

o Flexible Searching. Creative combinations of keywords, wildcards and filters allow for
nuanced searching even when names are misspelled or only partially legible, which is crucial
for African American research with name changes and limited documentation.

o Direct Document Viewing. Results show both Al-generated transcriptions and original
images side-by-side, with tools to highlight terms, quickly scan long documents and attach

findings to a FamilySearch tree or source list.

o Fact View. Results show people, places and years that are included in the user’s target search.
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o Citations. Citations are available for downloading for every search result and have
minimal edit investments.

o Image Download. Images can be downloaded as a pdf or jpeg, with or without a citation,
giving the user a range of flexibility when conducting short-term or long-range search
exercises.

Step-by-Step Instructions for Feature Access

1. Sign in at FamilySearch and navigate to the Full-Text Search site by accessing the Search
banner and the full-text feature option (https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/full-text/).

» «

2. Enter search terms, such as names, keywords (“freedman,” “estate,” etc.), places, date ranges

or image collection number.

m I'.
Full -Text SearCh Start your search

Unlock hidden discoveries in historical records that have never been Keywords

searchable till now. Check back often as we keep adding millions of images. [ Lee ] |
More information below.

Place Year (Range)

[ | J I l

Image Group Number (DGS)

(s o |

3. Use filters for document type, year or locale to narrow results.

4. Review highlighted results, consult both the transcription and original image and save/attach
discoveries to your research and research logs.

Conclusion. As FamilySearch continues to add collections and refine Al models, the Full-Text
Search feature promises to accelerate discoveries, bring hidden stories to light and empower
African American genealogists to connect with ancestors in new and meaningful ways. For those
facing the toughest research challenges, this tool is already transformational—illuminating lives
and legacies that have too often remained hidden in the historical record.

As always, let us know how you’re doing. Contact us at newslchair@aagsclev.org.
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When:
Where:

Event Type:

Price:

BVUSICBY R otsTech 2026

by FamilySearch

5-7 March 2026

Salt Lake City, Utah

Hybrid - virtual and in person

Virtual is free | In-person pricing can be seen on the webpage

This annual genealogy conference is the largest genealogy conference in the world.
In-person RootsTech includes exclusive classes and personal interaction with exhibitors in
the expo hall. Online attendees can enjoy hundreds of virtual sessions in many languages
and online participation is free.

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/

What's The Latest with 23andMe?

https://9meters.com/technology/the-latest-on-23andme-bankruptcy-fallout-and-whats-next

Key takeaways (as noted in the article):
e 23andMe survived bankruptcy but is now owned by new investors
e Privacy remains the biggest issue — experts strongly recommend reviewing your
consent and data-sharing settings

e The company is still adding new ancestry and health features, so the user experience
continues to evolve

The article also includes how to delete your DNA data from 23andMe
(once deleted, your data cannot be recovered)

Page 9

3rd QUARTER 2025

VOLUME 35 ISSUE 3




AAGS NEWSLETTER

Workshop

“\\& 1||‘|ﬁtl_ Robyn N. Smith’s

“Using Al to Write Your Family Story”
— e e e

By Ellecia L. Gant

[ decided earlier this year to STOP researching and start writing the histories (branch by
branch) of my family so that I could share and preserve the research that I have already
accumulated.

[ am not a writer, but when [ heard about Robyn’s class [ knew that [ was going to get the tools
[ needed to get started and that I was going to learn how to use Al (Artificial Intelligence) to
build and enhance my family history in an organized manner. If you have attended any
presentation given by Robyn N. Smith you know that she is extremely organized.

The workshop was over three consecutive Fridays in July, and it required hands-on, real time
engagement. Because our class was fully engaged, each night lasted over two hours.

She started the class in a way that | would have never thought of: how to write citations.
Before the class, my technique was to copy whatever was written on Ancestry or
FamilySearch. | was amazed by how writing proper citations (The Elizabeth Shown Mills
method) helped to organize my history and create a timeline that Al could use to write my
entire family story.

Al can assist in various parts of the writing process. Al can generate human-like text and
stories based upon user prompts and uploaded written documents; however, your finished
product really depends on your input and instructions. The writer is still required to review,
verify and edit all Al-generated material.

This was my first time using Al. I had so much fun with Claude Al writing my stories and with
ChatGPT creating images of my civil war veterans and the plantations they were enslaved on.

[ prompted AI ChatGPT to create an image of a teenage
African American soldier from the Civil War. My 2nd
great grandfather, Sancho Lloyd, enlisted when he was
15 years old. At right is the Al-created image.

Robyn shared citation templates, Al prompts, videos of each class
and all her time and knowledge. She even took the time to look at
our work and send it back with corrections and suggestions.

[ cannot wait for Part 2! Hint Hint....sign me up now!
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Strangers In The Box S

“Come, look with me inside this drawer,
In this box I've often seen, .

At the pictures, black and white, A
Faces proud, still, and serene.

| wish | knew the people, -
These strangers in the box, j
Their names and all their memories, ‘
Are lost among my socks. B

| wonder what their lives were like, J
How did they spend their days? 1
What about their special times? ;

I'll never know their ways. =l

If only someone had taken time,
To tell, who, what, where, and when,
These faces of my heritage, ‘
Would come to life again. ,

Could this become the fate,
Of the pictures we take today?
The faces and the memories,
Someday to be passed away?

_ Take time'to save your stories,
Seize the opportunity when it knocks,
Or someday you and yours,
Could be strangers in the box. ” (o

- -Pamela A. Harazim oy J

' Teach Me Genealogy - tmgenealogy.com
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